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AS  many  Gentlemen  have  not  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  being  informed  of  the 
State  and  commercial  Interefts  of  our 
Northern  Colonies  j  the  following  Paper 
is  thought  proper  to  be  reprinted  from 
the  New  Tork  Mercury ,  as  containing  the 
calm  and  genuine  Sentiments  of  thefe 
People  themfelves,  who  make  fo  great 
and  dutiful  a  Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Sub- 
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SOME 

THOUGHTS,  &c. 

WHEN  the  Peace  was  concluded, 
and  the  Terms  of  it  were  known, 
every  Britijh  Heart  in  America  exulted  at 
the  glorious  Confequences  which  they 
thought  they  faw  refulting  from  a  fucceiT- 
ful  War.  They  did  not  enter  into  the 
Difcuffion  of  that  Queftion  which  gave 
fo  much  Difturbance  at  Home,  Whether 
the  Miniftry  had  fecured  all  the  Advan¬ 
tages,  to  which,  by  our  Victories,  we 
were  entitled.  They  were  at  too  great  a 
Diftance  to  judge  of  Matters  of  that 
Nature.  But  it  was  their  Opinion,  that 
Britain  (which  they  glory  in  being  fprung 
from,  and  making  a  Part  of,  as  it  intitles 
them  to  many  ineftimable  Privileges  )  had 
laid  the  Foundation  of  the  greateft  Em¬ 
pire  that  ever  exifted  :  An  Empire  the 
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more  glorious,  as  it  was  not  to  be  found¬ 
ed  on  the  Ruin  and  Deftru&ion  of  our 
own  Species,  but  what  is  in  the  higheft 
Degree  laudable,  the  cultivating  and  peo¬ 
pling  an  immenfe  Wildernefs,  which 
fhould,  for  Ages  to  come,  afford  an  Afy- 
lum  to  the  oppreffed  Subjects  of  arbitrary 
Governments. 

This  Empire,  Britain  has  it  now  in 
her  Power  to  form  :  And  if  ever  a  Nation 
had  Queftions  of  Importance  to  delibe¬ 
rate  on,  they  are  thefe  :  How  fhall  we 
fecure  the  vaft  Acquifitions  we  have  ac¬ 
quired  ?  How  fhall  we  improve  them  to 
our  greateft  Advantage  ? 

The  Anfwer  to  the  fir  ft  is  not  very 
difficult.  Britain ,  at  prefent,  holds  her 
Colonies  with  a  ftrong  and  invincible 
|Iand.  Her  Fleet,  equal  almoft  to  the 
naval  Force  of  all  the  Reft  of  Europe , 
fenders  it  impoffible  for  any  Power  to 
wreft  them  from  her.  And  fhould  there 
prife,  by  any  uncommon  Revolution  in 
jfhe  Affairs  of  Europe,  a  fuperior  naval 
J’oy/er,  the  prefent  and  growing  Strength 
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of  thefe  Colonies,  will  render  it  impofii* 
ble,  by  an  Invafion  from  fo  diftant  a 
Country,  to  fubdue  fuch  a  Number  of 
loyal  Subje&s,  who  having  the  highefl 
Senfe  of  Liberty,  will  never  l'ubmit  to 
any  other  Government,  but  fuch  a  one 
as  they  are  fure  will  maintain  them  in  the 
fame  Privileges  they  emigrated  to  enjoy ; 
for  the  Love  of  Liberty  is  more  deeply 
imprefied  in  Americans ,  than  in  any  other 
People,  it  being  natural  to  thofe  who 
are  defcended  from  Britons ;  and  thofe 
(who  now  make  the  Majority)  that  fled 
from  the  Oppreflion  and  Slavery  of  arbi¬ 
trary  Governments,  have  imbibed  the 
Principle  ftill  more  flrongly,  being  by 
the  Experience  of  both,  confirmed  in  a 
Love  of  Freedom,  and  a  Deteftation  of 
Bondage.  Thus  we  fee,  that  againil:  all 
Dangers  from  without,  there  is  no  need 
of  any  other  Provifion,  but  the  Support 
of  the  naval  Power  of  Great- Britain,  to 
which  fhe  will  ever  be  attentive.  As  to 
any  which  may  arife  from  within,  they 
exift  only  in  the  Imaginations  of  Men 
unfkilled  in  Politicks,  and  totally  unac¬ 
quainted 
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quainted  with  Hidory,  and  the  State  of 
the  Colonies, 

We  think  ourfelves  at  prefent  the  hap- 
pied  People  (with  refpeft  to  Government)' 
of  any  People  under  the  Sun,  and  really 
are  fo.  Making  a  Part  of  a  large  Em¬ 
pire,  we  are  prote&ed  in  our  Perfons  and 
Effects ;  and  fo  much  Trade  as  the  Wif- 
dom  of  the  Nation  has  thought  proper  to 
permit,  as  confident  with  the  Intered  of 
the  Whole.  Being  divided  into  fmall 
Governments,  our  public  Affairs  are  ma¬ 
naged  with  a  Frugality  and  Oeconomy 
fuitable  to  our  Circumdances.  So  that 

*  y  •  _  r  \ 

though  we  are  not  a  rich  People,  we  en¬ 
joy  Advantages  equal  to  the  riched  and 
mod  opulent,  having  the  Neceffaries  of 
Life  in  great  Abundance ;  and  though, 
in  order  to  procure  one  of  them  (to  wit , 
Cloathing)  and  many  Conveniencies,  we 
are  obliged  to  fend  abroad  all  the  Cafh  we 
acquire,  and  as  fad  as  we  acquire  it ;  yet, 
as  we  tranfmit  it  to  a  Country,  which  in 
Return  fecures  to  us  every  Thing  elfe  that 
is  valuable  in  Life,  we  have  no  Reafori 
to  repine.  We  think  ourfelves  happier  in 

being 
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being  divided  into  feveral  Governments, 
than  if  united  in  one,  which  would  ren¬ 
der  our  civil  Government  more  unweildy 
and  expenfive  ;  and  in  being  dependent 
on  Great- Britain,  than  in  a  State  of  Inde¬ 
pendence;  for  then  the  Difputes  a- 
mongft  ourfelves  would  throw  us  into  all 
the  Confufion,  and  bring  on  us  all  the 
Calamities  ufually  attendant  on  civil 
Wars.  The  Colonirts  have  therefore  every 
Motive  to  be  fond  of  their  prefent  Situ¬ 
ation,  and  none  to  make  them  revolt. 

History  does  not  furnifh  an  In- 
ifance  of  a  Revolt  begun  by  the  People, 
which  did  not  take  its  Rife  from  Oppref- 

fion ;  and  nothing  but  this  fenfibly  felt, 
can  unite  the  feveral  Governments  in  fuch 
a  Defign;  and  without  Union  they  can 
do  nothing.  So  that  as  we  are  fure  Bri¬ 
tain  will  not  opprefs  her  Colonies,  and 
it  is  evident,  that  nothing  elfe  can  "ive 
then,  either  Power  or  Indination  to  V 
bel,  we  may  fafely  conclude,  that  they 
will  remain  ftedfartly  and  firmly  united 
to  her;  and  by  contributing  to  her  Wealth 
and  lower,  continue,  to  increafe  their 

B 


own 


[  JO  J 

own  Security,  and  that  Dependance  which 
they  efleem  their  Happinefs,  and  which 
carries  with  it  fo  many  real  Advantages. 

T  h  e  other  Queffion,  How  Britain 
ilaall  improve  to  the  utmoft,  the  Advan¬ 
tages  arifing  from  the  Poffeffion  of  her 
Colonies,  is  a  mod:  important  one ;  and  I 
freely  own  my  Incapacity  to  difcufs  it. 
I  will,  however,  put  together  a  few 
Thoughts  on  the  Subject.  To  treat  of 
it  propci  iy,  it  will  be  neceflarv  to  con- 
fider  the  Advantages  Hie  at  prefent  re¬ 
ceives  fiom  them ;  for  the  Politician, 
whoever  he  be,  that  fhall  undertake  to 
improve  them,  if  he  does  not  compre¬ 
hend  what  they  are  at  prefent,  will  be  in 
Danger  of  lofing  the  Subfiance,  while  he 
catches  at  a  Shadow. 

fiRST  then,  Britain ,  by  Means  of  her 
Colonies,  enjoys  an  extenfive  Trade; 
which,  having  the  abfolute  and  uncon- 
troulable  Regulation  of,  fhe  draws  to  her- 
felf  the  Fruits  of  the  Labour  of  many 
thoufand  induftrious  Hands ;  fo  that 
whatever  they  acquire,  redounds  to  her 

Benefit ; 


Benefit ;  and  this  fhe  does  without  bur- 
thening  them  with  Taxes,  Tributes  of 
Impofitions  of  any  Sort ;  and  being  free¬ 
ly  fent,  and  not  wrung  from  them  by 
Force ;  the  Colonies  remain  as  much  and 
as  heartily  attached  to  her,  as  if  nothing 
was  taken ;  and  as  the  Colonies  increafe, 
this  Advantage  muft  be  increafing.  That 
Trade  alone  is  fufficient  to  poflefs  Great- 
Britain  all  that  can  poffibly  by  any  and 
every  Means  be  drawn  from  her  Colonies, 
is  evident  from  this  Confideration.  Let 
us  fuppofe  one  European  Power  poffeffing 
the  whole  Eajl  India  Trade,  with  a  Li- 
bqrty  to  introduce  the  Commodities 
brought  from  thence  into  every  other 
St^te  :  Is  it  not  certain,  that  if  this  was 
the  Cafe,  the  Wealth  of  all  Europe  would 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  that  Power  ?  But 
Britain  has  not  only  a  Power  to  do  this 
\Vith  refpedt  to  her  Colonies,  but  has  alfo 
the  Monopoly  of  furnifhing  them  with 
every  Thing  elfe  they  want  from  Europe ; 
mod:  of  which  Wants  fhe  is  able,  with¬ 
out  going  for  them  abroad,  to  fupply. 

-—This  may  alfo  be  proved  by  Experi¬ 
ence. 
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There  is  not  a  Colony  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent  in  which  Exchange  has  not  been 
conllantly  riling,  except,  during  a  French 
War,  when  it  has  been  obferved  furpriz- 
ingly  to  fall ;  the  Realon  of  which  is 
this,  in  Time  of  Peace,  the  Call  for  Re¬ 
mittances  is  greater  than  our  Imports  of 
Coin,  or  other  Goods  fit  for  that  Purpofe, 
is  able  to  fupply.  But  during  a  War, 
tho’  our  Imports  of  European  Goods  have 
been  vaftly  increafed,  yet,  as  many  of 
them  were  exchanged  for  foreign  Sugar, 
Indigo,  and  other  Goods,  the  Prices  of 
which  were  then  high  in  Europe ,  the 
Ballance  of  Trade  was  in  our  Favour  ;  and 
Exchange  fell  in  New  Fork  from  190  to 
160 ;  and  in  the  former  War,  from  195 
to  1 50 ;  and  proportionably,  I  believe, 
in  the  other  Colonies.  This  Ihews,  that 
whenever  the  Ballance  of  Trade  is  in  our 
Favour,  tho’  that  to  Europe  alwas  remains 
againft  us.  Exchange  will  fall ;  and  when¬ 
ever  the  Ballance  upon  the  Whole  is  a- 
gainft  us,  it  will  rife :  And  as  in  Time  of 
Peace  it  has  been  conllantly  riling,  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  we  tranfmit  to  Europe,  and 

chiefly 
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chiefly  to  Britain,  all  that  we  acquire. 
And  fuch  is  the  Demand  for  Britijl h  Com¬ 
modities,  that  more  would  be  remitted, 

% 

if  more  could  be  procured  ;  this  is  proved 
by  the  great  Sums  due  to  the  London  Mer¬ 
chants. 

>  ,  *  *  S  -  « 

•  *  •  «  .  • 

I  believe  this  will  be  fufficient 
to  evince,  that  Britain  draws  at  prefent 
from  her  Colonies,  with  refpeft  to  Money 
Matters,  every  Thing  her  Colonies  can 
yield. 

But  there  is  another  no  lefs  important 
Advantage.  The  Colonies  make  no  infig- 
nificant  Addition  to  the  military  Power  of 
Great-Baitain.  Whenever  fhe  attacks  her 
Enemies  in  America ,  the  Part  where  both 
France  and  Spain  are  molt  vulnerable,  fhe 
will  find  her  Armies  well  and  readily  fup- 
plied,  by  Means  of  her  Colonies  ;  fibe  will 
find  them  ready  to  affift  her  in  every  En- 
terprize  Ihe  fivall  form  ;  and  loon  able  to 
raile  Armies  here  whenever  file  pleales,  at 
the  foie  Expence  of  Vidualling  them,  fuf¬ 
ficient  to  put  her  in  Poflefition,  in  the 
Courfe  of  a  Ihort  War,  of  all  the  French 

and 
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and  Spanijh  JVeJi  Indies.  In  this  the  Co¬ 
lonies  will  as  heartily  engage,  as  they  did 
in  the  Reduction  of  Canada,  as  by  [this 
Means  they  will  acquire  a  Market  for 
their  Produce. 

This  will  ferve  for  a  Sketch  of  the 
great  Advantages  Britain  receives  from 
her  Colonies. 

The  Caufes  of  thefe,  or  rather  the 
Caufe,  (for  I  believe  one  Angle  one  will 
be  fufficient  to  account  for  them)  it  will 
be  alfo  ufeful  to  inveftigate ;  and  then  the 
Manner  of  treating  them,  in  order  to 
procure  the  greateft  Revenue  of  Profits 
which  they  can  poffibly  yield  to  the  Mo¬ 
ther  Country,  will  appear  lefs  difficult  to 
be  difcovered. 

I  T  may  be  juftly  thought  furprizing, 
that  Britain,  pofTeffed  of  the  rougheft, 
and  naturally  the  moft  unprofitable  Soil  in 
America ,  yielding  little  but  what  is  forced 
from  it  by  the  hard  Hand  of  fevere  La¬ 
bour,  fhould  by  the  Induftry  of  her  Colo¬ 
nies,  without  the  Interpofition  of  the  State 

in 
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in  their  Favour  (except  what  has  been 
thrown  away  on  Georgia  and  Halifax,  and 
employed  in  the  Conqueft  of  Canada )  re¬ 
ceive  from  her  North  American  Poffeflions 
fuch  eminent  Advantages  as  I  have  menti¬ 
oned.  But  this  has  no  other  Caufe  but 
that  which  made  Rome  the  Miftrefs  of  the 
World,  gave  Grandeur,  Riches  and  Pow¬ 
er,  to  Venice  and  Holland,  and  at  prelent 
conftitutes  the  Glory  of  Britain,  LIBER¬ 
TY!  For  this,  the  firR  Settlers  in  New - 
England  fubmitted  to  cultivate  a  xlubborn 
Soil,  amidft  a  favage  People.  This  brings 
from  every  Part  of  Europe  the  Subjects  of 
arbitrary  Power,  in  order  that  they  may 
here  enjoy  the  natural  Rights  of  Men,  at 
prefent  hardly  known  to  any  but  the  Sub- 
jetts  of  the  Briti/h  Monarch.  The  fame 
Caufe  will  continue  to  increafe  thefe  Ad¬ 
vantages,  still  the  BritiJlj  Trade  equals  what 
is  at  prefent  carried  on  by  all  the  People  in 
Europe-,  for  fo  many  will  the  Subjects  of 
Britain  be  in  a  few  Centuries :  Neither 
will  this  Increafe  of  People  ever  endanger 
their  Dependance  ;  they  will  ever  be  too 
well  pleafed  with  their  happy  State  to  de¬ 
fire  a  Change  $  and  they  will  be  too  much 

divided 
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divided  to  enterprize  one;  they  will  be 
rich  in  all  the  Neceffaries  of  Life,  while 
Money,  fo  necedary  to  an  independent 
State,  will  ever  befcarce;  for  Britain,  by 
the  Regulation  of  their  Trade,  will  draw 
all  the  Cafli  they  can  acquire  to  herfelf, 
as  has  been  already  demondrated. 

This  Liberty  confids  in  being  govern¬ 
ed  by  thofe  Laws,  which  formed  the  Con- 
ditution  of  England  when  the  Colonids 
fird  emigrated  ;  with  the  Power  of  mak¬ 
ing  luch  others  (providing  they  were  not 
contrary  to  the  Laws  of  Ihngland )  as  their 
Circumdances  diould  make  either  necefla- 
ry  or  convenient.  In  Confequence  of  thefe 
Privileges,  they  thought  they  were  firmly 
fixed  in  that  mod  invaluable  one,  not  to  be 
obliged  to  pay  any  Tax,  without  their  own 
Conjent ,  given  by  their  Reprefentatives ;  for 
this  has  been  indulged  to  them  for  near  an 
hundred  Years.  When  the  public  Af¬ 
fairs  required  any  Difburfements,  either 
ordinary  or  extraordinary,  their  Gover¬ 
nors  applied  to  the  Reprefentatives  of  the 
People,  and  they  railed  whatever  they 
thought  necedary ;  fome times  complying. 
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thought  neceflary  ;  fometimes  complying, 
at  other  Times  refilling  to  comply  with 
fuch  Regulations.  When  ever  an  Aid  of 
Men  from  the  Colonies  was  found  necef- 
fary  for  the  Reduction  of  Canada,  the  Re- 
quifitions  were  made  in  the  fame  Manner  •, 
and  the  Government,  fo  far  at  that  Time 
from  commanding  an  immediate  Compli¬ 
ance,  promifed  an  Encouragement  to  our 
voluntary  Engagement  in  that  Enterprize. 
Thus  we  thought  this  Privilege  eftablifh- 

ed  on  the  firmed:  Bafis ;  and  this  has  been 
the  principal  Caufe  of  the  great  Increafe  of 

People  in  thefe  Colonies,  and  the  vaft  Ad¬ 
vantages  refulting  from  them  to  Great -Bri¬ 
tain.  ■  • 

H  av  i  n  g  cleared  the  Way  by  thefe 
Prenfifes,  what  I  have  further  to  fay  on 
the  Queftion  propofed,  will  be  contained 
in  very  few  Words,  as  the  Anfwer  will  be 
only  the  natural  Confequences  of  what  has 
been  already  obferved. 

If  the  Demand  for  Britijh  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  other  Goods  imported  from 
Britain ,  be  fo  great  as  to  take  oft  every 
Thing  that  will  ferve  for  Remittances 

C  from 


from  thefe  Colonies,  the  Way  to  reap  {till 
greater  Advantages  from  them,  is  fo  to 
enlarge  their  Trade,  as  to  furniffi  them 
with  more  valuable  Remittances.  To  ex¬ 
tend  their  Trade  to  the  neutral  Ports  in 
the  Well  Indies ,  is  an  effectual  Way  of 
doing  this  ;  for  if  our  own  Iflands  do  fur¬ 
niffi  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  Sugars  (which 
may  be  now  reckoned  amongft  the  Ne- 
cefl'aries  of  Life)  whatever  we  procure 
more  will  be  exported,  and  bring  a  Gain 
to  the  Nation  in  Proportion  to  its  Value. 
If  our  Iflanders,  on  the  contrary,  do  not 
furniffi  a  fufficient  Quantity  for  our  Con- 
fumption,  the  Price  we  ffiall  be  obliged 
to  pay  for  them  during  the  prefent  Re- 
ftraint,  will  much  leffen  the  Quantity  of 
our  Remittances  Home. 

Even  Money  fent  tothe  French  Iflanders 
can  be  no  Injury  to  the  Nation,  lince,  by 
purchaling  their  Produce  at  the  firftHand, 
we  ffiall  acquire  all  the  Profits  of  tranf- 
porting  it  to  foreign  Parts. 

The  not  permitting  us  to  exchange  that 
Lumber  for  Wefl-lndia  Produce,  which 

otherwife, 
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otherwife,  for  Want  of  a  Price  adequate  to 
the  Expence  of  tranfporting  it,  mull  be 
burnt,  in  order  to  clear  our  Lands,  in  the 
Place  where  it  grows,  from  what  has  been 
obferved,  mud  appear  extremely  abfurd. 
Can  a  good  Reafon  be  given,  why  we  fhould 
not  change  our  Allies  into  Sugai  ? 

I  T  is  a  Quere,  whether  our  Remit¬ 
tances  might  not  alfo  be  encreafed  by  al¬ 
lowing  us  to  bring  diredtly  from  Spain  and 
Portugal ,  Wines,  paying  a  Duty  ;  lor  this 
would  enable  us  to  fupply  thofe  Countries 
with  Wheat,  for  which  we  often  want  a 
Market:  But  to  fupply  them,  and  return 
with  Veffels  entirely  empty,  will  feldom 
anfwer.  It  is  true,  this  Method  would 
interfere  with  the  Britifn  Market  lor  that 
Commodity:  But  found  Policy  will  teach 
us,  that  Britain  ought  never  to  fear  a  Com¬ 
petition  between  her  and  her  Colonies  in 
Trade  ;  becaufe,  as  I  have  before  oblerv- 
ed,  all  the  Acquirements  of  her  Colonies, 
in  the  End,  mull  be  remitted  to  Britain. 

As  in  Europe  it  is  good  Policy  in  Britan 
to  take  off  a  great  Quantity  ol  Irena’ 

q  2  Wines, 
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Wines,  furnifhing  them  in  Return  with 
Beef  and  Bread ;  by  which  Means  ,  in 
every  War,  France  is  put  to  the  greateft 
Difficulty  in  Victualling  her  Fleets  and 
Armies;  fo  thoffe  Colonies  which  furniffi 
thefe  ElTentials,  ought  to  be  encouraged 
as  the  firmed;  Support  of  her  Empire  in 
America  not  only  as  they  are  necefiary  to 
the  reft,  but  becaufe  the  French  and  Spa¬ 
niards  depending  on  them  for  Provifions, 
are  driven  to  the  greateft  Diftrels  during  a 
War,  and  are  then  forced,  for  a  fcanty 
Supply,  to  open  their  Ports,  and  make  a 
Surrender  of  their  Wealth.  Two  Millions, 
Sterling,  in  one  Year,  during  the  laft 
War,  accrued  to  Great-Britain  by  this 
Means.  Hence  it  appears,  that  no  Open- 
ing  given  to  a  Trade  between  the  Colo¬ 
nies,  ought  by  any  Means  to  be  difeourag- 
ed  ;  for  the  Advantage  is  ever  on  our  Side. 
The  Objection  that  our  Intercourfe  with 
the  foreign  Sugar  Colonies,  is  an  Encou¬ 
ragement  to  thole  Colonies  to  the  Detri- 
rnent  of  our  own,  ought  to  have  no 
Weight;  for  their  Increafe  will  rather  be 
an  Advantage  to  Britain.  If  they  ffiould 

greatly  increafe,  as  France  will  be  unable 

to 
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to  fupply  them  with  Provilions,  they  mu  ft 
necefiarily  depend  for  them  on  the  Britifh 
Northern  Colonies  ;  and  this  will  there¬ 
fore  open  a  Trade  which  will  take  oft  ma¬ 
ny  Britifh  Manufactures  :  But  if  no  Inter- 
eourfe  is  fuffered,  they  will  naturally  fup¬ 
ply  themfelves  with  Bread  and  Lumber 
by  their  own  Induftry,  for  which  Purpofe 
they  have  Lands  and  Woods  fuflicient ; 
and  then  we  fhall  become  more  and  more 
neceffary  to  them,  and  proportionably  un¬ 
profitable  to  our  Mother  Country. 

I  t  will  follow  alfo  from  what  I  have 
before  obferved,  that  Britain ,  as  a  Nation, 
can  gain  nothing  by  the  Impofition  of  in¬ 
ternal  Taxes  on  her  Colonies ;  for  if  fhe 
does,  at  prefent,  and  if  it  will  be  in  her 
Power  always  to  draw  all  the  Riches  of 
her  Colonies  to  herfelf,  by  a  Regulation 
of  their  Trade,  it  will  be,  to  the  la  ft  De¬ 
gree,  abfurd  to  attempt  to  get  more. 
This  is  like  killing  the  Plen  to  gather 
her  Eggs;  or  felling  the  Tree  to  ga¬ 
ther  the  Fruit.  It  will  drive  the  Rich 
from  amongft  us,  and  oblige  the  Poor  to 
ufe  theif  utmoft  Induftry  to  fupply  them 

felves 


fclves  with  thole  Necelfaries,  for  which 
they  uled  to  depend  on  the  Workmen  of 
Britain .  More  might  be  faid  here  of  the 
ill  Confequences  of  fuch  a  Piece  of  Poli¬ 
cy;  but  as  the  Subjed  is  diftgreeable,  I 
will  juft  mention  lome  of  the  Reafons  given 
by  Americans ,  why  they  lliould  be  exempt¬ 
ed  from  Taxes. 

They  muft  fupport  a  civil  Government 
at  their  own  Expence. 

T  hey  chufe  none  of  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  in  Parliament. 

A  Eritijh  Houfe  of  Commons,  from 
whom  all  Money  Rills  ever  take  their  Rife, 
muft  be  ftrongly  inclined  by  their  own 
Intereft  to  lay  a  heavy  Burthen  on  the  Co¬ 
lonies,  in  order  to  lighten  their  own. 

And  being  at  a  great  Diftance,  they  will, 
tor  Want  of  proper  Information,  be  igno¬ 
rant  cf  what  tire  Colonies  are  able  to  bear. 
This  may  occafton  great  Injuftice,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  molt  pernicious  political  Blunders. 
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Taxes  here  mud  be  mod  heavily  felt, 

I 

becaufe  ourTradeis  fo  regulated,  as  to  keep 
*  us  more  indebted  at  Home  than  all  the 
Specie  in  the  Country  is  able  to  pay. 

W  e  fend  yearly  Home  a  Sum  in  Specie 
equal,  or  nearly  equal  to  all  the  Specie  in 
the  Country  j  and  therefore  taxing  us  is 
robbing  the  Britijh  Merchants  and  Ma¬ 
nufacturers. 

I  will  conclude  all  with  this  Obfer- 
vation,  with  which  I  chufe  to  begin  and 
end,  that  Britain,  by  being  contented  with 
all  her  Colonies  can  yield,  which  all  may 
be  obtained  by  a  wife  Regulation  of  their 
Trade;  will  found  the  greated  Empire  in 
the  World,  and  fuch  a  one,  as  her  Ame¬ 
rican  Subjects  will  ever  find  it  their  trued 
Intered  to  fupport. 


